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3-Transitions and cohesion
Good paragraphs have transitions between preceding and proceeding sentences. These transitions
are logical and verbal.

kil g Ldlale Y gl ada Al Jaadl g Alidl Jaad! oo SRS g Sasadl S el

One sentence should logically flow to the next. The ideas in a body of work should be organized
so each sentence leads to the next.
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Verbal transitions can be manifested by the use of cohesive devices namely, the conjunctions to tie

the sentences of paragraph.
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4- The length of a paragraph: Although it 1s left to the writer, a good paragraph should not

exceed 100 words. ‘ ‘
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Narrative paragraphs

Narration 1s a story —telling writing. When you write a narrative paragraph, you write about
events in the order they happen. In other words, you use time order signals to organize your
sentences. The narrative paragraph can be fun to write because you tell a story or relate an event.
Narratives have a beginning, middle, and an end. Narrative paragraphs often describe events from
the writer's life. Study the following paragraph:
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Follow that bus!

I jumped off the bus before it stopped and began walking down the street. As I had armved
early, I decided to look at the shop windows before going home. The 1dea made me quite happy, but
at the same time I had the unpleasant feeling that I had forgotten something. I stopped in the middle
of the pavement and began searching my pockets. All of a sudden, | remembered that I was without
my briefcase! I had left it on the bus and it was full of important papers. The thought was enough to

make me start running down the street, though, by now, the bus was out of sight.

Evaluation according to form and content

I- The topic sentence 1s broad enough to be developed.
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2- Coherence 1s clearly shown by the choice of related sentences that are linked to a single 1dea.
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3- All of the given information 1s adequate and there 1s nothing missed or left incomplete whereby
the paragraph 1s fully developed
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4- Cohesion 1s represented by lo el 4

a- the use of varied cohesive devices and conjunctior G Ay Ao giial uludatll cul gl plasiad |

b- Logical shift among the sentences. daall g Al J sl o

c- Sequencing the events in the time they happen Lo ghy iy A Ll i § g

Descriptive paragraphs

A descriptive paragraph describes a thing, a person, or a place. Detailed information allows the
reader to form an 1mage in his or her imagination. The better the description, the clearer the image.
In other words, A descriptive paragraph is a focused and detail-rich account of a specific topic to

help readers feel and sense the details that the writer wants to convey.
S ageall S | el e gl S LalS 4llda A5 gee 0 98 15 ML Alleilll Sila glaall pand iSa gl badd gl Labea gl Bl el
il g Al il g gl e g |l Tasleeal una £ ged gal Jueadlll o 5 K a e b Adea gl B AR (5 AT B e gl
R
It begins with a descriptive sentence that clearly states the topic that will be rolled out in the
following sentences. The body of the paragraph should immerse the reader in the subject of the
descriptive paragraph. Consider people, how they look or what personal features they carry. For a
place, consider what scenes can be included. For objects how they seem to be. Consider the
following example:
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The Beach in Hawaii
A beach in Hawaii is like a paradise. To start with, the
beach smells fresh like a new ocean air freshener. The
sand 1s so hot that when you walk on it after the sea,
you feel like you walk on a burning grill. Not far from
the shore, you can see the palm trees. They sway in the
air from the strong wind. In a distance, there is a
beautiful house by the water, so you can see the navy
blue ocean every day. People are laughing and playing
on the burming sand, and others are relaxing on the
beach sunbathing. From a far distance the ocean is a
deep navy blue. At nights, you can only hear the waves
of the ocean and the light wind which comes from the
huge palm trees. To sum up, this beach 1s an amazing

place for a perfect su%hnliday.
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Essay Writing

An essay is a group of paragraphs written about a single topic and a central main idea. [t must have
at least three paragraphs.
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It 1s generally a piece of writing outlining the writers' perspectives or story. In an academic context,
most likely that of university, what defines an essay is their purpose. Essays serve as a way to assess
your understanding of specific ideas and your ability to explain and argue these to answer a given
question.
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Structure of an Essay

There 1s a basic structure that 1s generally followed while writing essays. So, let us take a look at the
general structure of an essay.
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TIntroduction

This is the first paragraph of your essay. This is where the writer introduces his topic for the very first
time. You can give a very brief account of your essay in the introductory paragraph. Generally, it is
not very long, about 4-6 lines.
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Body

This is the main part of your essays. The body 1s the core point of your essay between the introduction
and the conclusion. So, the most vital and important content of the essay will be here. This need not be

compared to one paragraph. It can extend to two or more paragraphs according to the content.
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Usually, we have a lot of information to provide in the body. and the mistakes writers generally make
1s to go about it in a haphazard manner which leaves the reader confused. So, it 1s important to organize
your thoughts and content. Write the information in a systematic flow so that the reader can
comprehend.
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Essay

Conclusion

This 1s the last paragraph of the essay. Sometimes a conclusion will just mirror the mtroductory
paragraph but make sure the words and syntax are different. A conclusion 1s also a great place to sum
up a story or an argument. Make sure you complete your essays with the conclusion.
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( Tips for Essay Writing )

« Give your essays an interesting and appropriate title. It will help draw the attention of the reader
and pique their curiosity
A g 5 g (g ) ol i B D a8 ltan Mindia g gl | e Ul i SN el
« Keep it between 300-500 words. This 1s the 1deal length; you can take creative license to increase

or decrease it
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« Keep your language simple. Unnecessary complicated and difficult words break the flow of the

sentence.
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« Do not make grammar mistakes, use correct punctuation and spellings. If this 1s not done, 1t will
distract the reader from the content
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« Before beginning the essay organize your thought and plot a rough draft. This way you can ensure

the story will flow and not be an unorganized mess.
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( Types of Essays

The type of essay will depend on what the writer wants to convey to his reader. There are broadly three
types of essays. They are as follows:
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l.  Narrative Essays: This is when the writer 1s narrating an incident or story through the essay.
So, these are in the first person. The aim when writing narrative essays is to involve the reader in
them as 1f they were right there when 1t was happening. So, make them as vivid and real as possible.
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WHAT IS A PARAGRAPH?
<

A paragraph is a group of closely-related
sentences that develop a single idea or topic.
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THE PARTS OF A PARAGRAPH
<

e Topic Sentence
e Supporting Sentences
e Concluding Sentence
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WHAT IS A TOPIC SENTENCE?
<

The topic sentence:

e Expresses the main idea of the paragraph;
what the paragraph is about.

e Is almost always the first sentence.

e |s usually the most general sentence in the
paragraph.

e Tip: Start with something simple and
straightforward and then make it more
sophisticated
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EXAMPLE OF A TOPIC SENTENCE
<

Canada is one of the best countries in the
world to live In.
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WHAT IS A SUPPORTING SENTENCE?
<

Supporting Sentences:

e Develop, explain, and support the main
idea of the paragraph.

e Contain facts, examples, and details that
relate to and say something about the
topic of the paragraph.

e Explain why the main idea is true.

e Tip: Try to write at least three supporting
sentences per paragraph.
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EXAMPLES OF SUPPORTING SENTENCES
<

Canada has an excellent health care system.
Canada has a high standard of education.

Canada’s cities are clean and efficiently
managed.
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EXAMPLES OF SUPPORTING DETAILS
<

Canada has an excellent health care system.

e All Canadians have access to medical services
at a reasonable price.

e Canadian life expectancy is 81 years, almost 3
years higher than in the U.S.
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PUTTING THE EVIDENCE TOGETHER...
<

Canada is one of the best countries in the world to
live in. First, Canada has an excellent health care
system. All Canadians have access to medical
services at a reasonable price. As a result, Canadian
life expectancy at birth is 81 years, almost 3 years
higher than in the U.S. Second, Canada has a high
standard of education. Accordlng to Time, Canada is
the only nation in which more than half th the population
has college degrees. Third, Canada’s cities are clean
and efficiently managed. Calgary was recently
named the cleanest city in the world.
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WHAT IS A CONCLUDING SENTENCE?
<

The Concluding Sentence:

e |s the last sentence of the paragraph.

e Restates the main idea of the paragraph
e Indicates why the topic is important.

e May prepare the reader for the following
paragraph.
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EXAMPLES OF CONCLUDING SENTENCES
<

As a result, Canada is an extremely desirable
place to live.

For these reasons, Canada attracts a lot of
Immigrants.

Canada is a great model for other countries to
follow.
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PUTTING IT TOGETHER...
<

Canada is one of the best countries in the
world to live in. It has an excellent health care
system. It also has a high standard of education.
Finally, Canada’s cities are clean and efficiently
managed. For all these reasons, Canada attracts
a lot of immigrants, and is a great model for other
countries to follow.
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CHECK THE STRUCTURE OF THIS
PARAGRAPH...

Through the centuries rats have managed to
survive all our efforts to destroy them. We have poisoned
them and trapped them. We have fumigated, flooded, and
burned them. Some rats even survived atomic bomb tests
conducted in the Pacific after World War Il. In spite of all
our efforts, these enemies of ours continue to prove that
they are the most indestructible of pests.
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IDENTIFYING THE TOPIC, SUPPORTING,
AND CONCLUDING SENTENCES...

We have

poisoned them and trapped them. We have
fumigated, flooded, and burned them. Some rats
even survived atomic bomb tests conducted in

the Pacific after World War Il.
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THE HAMBURGER SCHOOL

Concluding Sentence



REVIEW
<

e Start with a topic sentence that states the main
point of the paragraph.

e \Write three supporting or “detail” sentences that
are about the topic and help illustrate the main
point.

e \Write a concluding sentence that restates the
topic using different words and indicates why the
topic of the paragraph is significant.

e Don't forget to proofread and polish!



PARAGRAPHS SHOULD BE:
<

e Unified — All the sentences in the paragraph
should be related to the main idea.

e Related to your thesis.

e Coherent — The sentences should proceed in
a logical manner.

e \Well Developed — Every idea discussed in
the paragraph should be explained and
supported with evidence



